Viability and cultivability status of a Lp1-RNN suspension assessed by FCA and culture on BCYE solid medium following heat shock (panel A), following heat shock and after 4 days of culture on amoeba layer (panel B), following heat shock, resuscitation assay on amoeba and co-culture with A549 alveolar epithelial cells (panel C). Heat-shocked suspensions at 70°C for 30 min (1) and 60 min (2), (3) cells non submitted to heat shock, (4) amoeba control without bacteria, (5) A549 control with A. polyphaga lysate in the absence of bacteria. On cytograms, R1 are DC, R3 are VBNC cells, R2 are VC, R4 is the amoeba population and R6 is A549 population with amoeba lysate. For a better visualization of bacteria, R4 and R6 populations were subtracted from cytograms on panels B and C respectively. Numbers of colonies grown on BCYE are indicated on the corresponding plates. For plates with confluent colonies, the term "overgrowth" is used 578
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